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Motivational quotes from an anonymous well wisher
Do to charity what people do to gossip.... Add something and pass it on.
Middle age starts when your broad mind and narrow waist interchange places.
Worry is a misuse of imagination.

When the last tree is cut and the last river polluted man will realise that he cannot eat or drink his
money.

If we both exchange a rupee, we both have a rupee each.... But
If we exchange a good thought, we both have two good thoughts.

You appreciate the sun, not because you can see it, but you can see everything else because of it.

IT'S CALLED MINDSET

As my friend was passing the elephants, he suddenly stopped,
confused by the fact that these huge creatures were being held by onty
a rope tied to their legs. It was obvious that the elephants could, at
anytime, break away from the ropes they were tied to but for some
reason, they did not. My friend saw a trainer nearby and asked why
these beautiful, magnificent animals just stood there and made no
attemptto getaway.

"well’, he said, “when they are very young and much smaller we use
the same size rope to tie them and at that age, it’s enough to hold
them. As they grow up, they are wonditioned to believe they cannot
hreak away. They believe the rope can still hold them, so they never

try to break free.” My friend was amazed. These animals coutld at any
time break free from their bonds but because they believed they
couldn’t, they were stuck right where they were. The powerful and
gigantic creature has limited its present abilities by the limitations of
its past.

Like the elephants, how many of us go through life holding onto 3
belief that we cannot do something, simply because we failed at it
once before? Haw many of us refuse to attenpt something new and
challenging because of our so called MINDSET?

a g

ail te make an attempi....

It's so true ---- half of the problems in life are because we act without thinking and the other half

are hettause we keep on thinking without acting.
The positive thinker sees the " invisible" feels the " intangible " and achieves the " impossible “

It just takes three years to learn the use of our tongue but a lifetime to know when, where and how

to use it.

It just takes three years to learn the use of our tongue but a lifetime to know when, where and how

to use it.

There are two kind of people in this world givers and takers takers may eat better, givers sleep better.

The most difficult thing to open in this world is a "closed mind"...Akbarally Jetha




PREFACE

25 Years is definitely an important milestone for SRUTL The vision on which SRUTI
was founded in 1983 has sustained the organization over this long eventful journey. Over
the years based on the changing social and political scenario the strategy to implement the
vision has continuously changed making SRUTI vibrant and a learning organisation.
SRUTI Fellows have been and continue to be the soul of the organization. It is through
them that SRUTI has been able to reach out to remotest corners of the country, work with
marginalized communities and facilitate numerous community initiatives. We at SRUTI
dedicate the last 25 years to the commitment and resolve of the Fellows to struggle along
with marginalized communities for a life with dignity. Vibrant people’s organizations
continue to play an important role in the lives of the marginalized people. These
organizations have provided people their own platform to assert their political identity
and determine their future. As we celebrate 25 years of SRUTI, we salute their ‘Spirit of
Struggle’.

The past 20 years have seen a transition of the Indian State. From a welfare state the
Indian State is now soon becoming a State encompassing neoliberal economic values and
policies. This change has impacted the lives of the marginalized communities where their
basic survival has itself become a threat. SRUTI Fellows realizing this challenge have
continuously rearticulated their mission and strategy to affirm people’s sovereignty over
livelihood resources and a life with dignity. The struggle still continues. SRUTTI is in the
process of gearing itself to take these struggles ahead and strengthen the grassroot
movements across the country.

This period has also seen expansion and extension of Fellows work into urban areas. As
large populations migrate to cities in search of employment, many Fellows have started
focusing their attention to the problems of the migrant labour. Urbanisation of poverty is
an emerging area of concern for SRUTI and Fellows. New synergies are required to take
up these challenges.

This long journey would not have been possible without the vision, tremendous support
and guidance of the SRUTI Board and the General Body members who from time to time
have provided directions to take the work ahead. We.also fondly remember Late Mrs.Tara
Ali Baig and Late Shri. J.B.Singh, whose contribution in shaping up SRUTI cannot be
forgotten. This journey also would not have been possible without the tremendous faith
and trust which has been bestowed on us by our institutional ard individual donors and
supporters. ¥fake this opportunity to thank all of them on behalf of the SRUTI Team.

The SRUTI Team over the years has also played an important role in this eventful
journey. We at SRUTI resolve to take the various struggles for ‘Life with Dignity’ ahead.
The articles in the souvenir by SRUTI Fellows, friends, well wishers and supporters
reflect the spirit and vision of the journey which we have undertaken together.

ROHIT JAIN
Executive Director
December, 2009
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CONGRATULATIONS SRUTI, FOR A JOURNEY OF 25 YEARS WELL TRAVELED! -
Nisreen Ebrahim & Rangoonwala Foundation (India) Trust Team Mumbai.

We are proud that we have been with you for part of the journey, albeit short.

Sruti’s commitment and vision to support individuals who have the passion and
determination to further development initiatives where most needed, is laudable. We have
joined hands for the capacity building of Fellows, to provide a platform of interaction and
reflection through the School of Development Activists; helped provide the space for a
development agenda to balance their struggles through the school infrastructure support
to Adharshila, Manthan, Jharkhand and Uttarakhand as well as Community Centre
construction support to Kislay.

Sruti’s foresight in generating internal resources and sustainability through livelihood
initiatives with the twin objective of providing income generating opportunities for slum
youth in Delhi was partnered with support to the screen printing and bag making unit.

To Rohit, the Sruti Team and most importantly the Fellows who are the life, the soul and
the spirit of Sruti, many, many Congratulations for the Silver Anniversary and best
wishes for the Golden Years ahead!
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FOR SRUTI

Sunitee Karnik

SRUTI is one of the few NGOs that practice hard work and self reliance, rather than
depending on handouts and grants. Their idea of on-going funding of their developmental
projects through sale of old newspapers, magazines and any other recyclable jtems, that
their team of dedicated members collect from homes and offices, is very unique. It
enables everyone to contribute and help, at no monetary cost. It is a practical and easy
way of getting rid of unnecessary items, and simultaneously assisting and participating in
a good cause. ' .

My association with SRUTI has been for more than a decade. Just one phone call and a
team comes to collect papers and other household articles, always smiling, friendly and
polite. Clearly, the SRUTI folks are all highly motivated, dedicated and enjoy what they
are doing. I congratulate them on the good work that they are doing and wish SRUTI all
the best for future.



MY ASSOCIATION WITH SRUTI

Munish Garg

I have been associated with SRUTI for the past 2 years. I wanted to make a small
contribution to make my society better and wanted to ensure that this contribution
reaches the right hands. This is where SRUTI has proved itself true. I have great
satisfaction that my efforts are reaching the right people.

Once I visited a place in Rajasthan where one of SRUTI’s volunteers has been working
to provide education to the village children. This village has a smail government school
but non-functional most of the time. What impressed me was effort with which the
SRUTI fellow was helping villagers to fight for their rights which otherwise they would
have lost because of lack of awareness.

Since the time I have seen for myself how SRUTI fellows function and work on various
issues, I have been very much convinced that the work done by them is a sincere effort

and it reaches the target audience in a holistic and effective fashion.

I wish SRUTTI all the very best in their efforts.
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IMPRESSIONS OF SRUTI

Amit/Jayshri
Adharshila, Sakad

Our first interaction with SRUTI was in 1985, when we were looking for support for
Khemla, a tribal leader of Jhabua, with whom we were working towards organizing
adivasi’s in Alirajpur of Jhabua district. Khemla was the first person from our group to
get a SRUTI fellowship. Since then, we started hearing stories from him regarding
SRUTI meetings. I remember him coming back from a fellow meet in Delhi. He had
stayed at ISI and had gone to Gujarat to see some NGO. For him it was the first time that
he was seeing any city. He couldn’t reconcile the contradiction of his life and Delhi, of
the ISI room and his house, the food that he ate there and what his wife fed him and his
children. Inspite of the contradictions he and with him we too started to think that inspite
of the contradictions there were people out there, from where we too had come, willing to
help.

This was the first group of people I had heard of from Delhi who were supporting people
working in villages. This was one of the things which helped in breaking my stereotype
image of urban elite.

To be very frank the initial relationship was just need based. We needed financial support
for colleagues and here it was, without much writing work to be done-proposals, reports
etc- and also without much convincing about our bonafide as this was facilitated by
Bunker a founder member and who was supporting us through the SWRC (now Barefoot
College) not just financially but also battling the bureaucratic and political circles which
were dead against us from day one. SWRC was also the springboard from where I and
Khemraj my first mentor had launched into this independent venture in Jhabua.

The great thing about SRUTI to us at the time was that it gave support without any strings
and that too for organizing work which was not very popular at that time, in fact most
people looked at it with suspicion because it meant opposing or exposing the government
and taking on the local power structures which in turn meant a bad name.

Later, however, this became the talking point and a plus that we were into organizing and
not just ‘development work’. At this time SRUTI also added Sangharsha to the nirman
work that it was already supporting and in fact at one point made it mandatory for the
groups seeking its support to be involved in work which strengthened the people’s
capacities to demand their rights rather than giving just services. It also changed it’s
policy from supporting individuals to supporting groups. This was a qualitative change
because it meant identifying with the work of the whole group and also taking
responsibilities and errands for the struggles led by the group supported by SRUTI.

In the past years SRUTI has meant an exposure to diverse areas and modes of working.
Learning about the challenges, possibilities and limitations of various types of
interventions. This has given valuable insights into nebulous thought of social change and
led to our personal growth.

SRUTI is more than a funding agency or a fellowship program because of many reasons.
One is that it has much more democratic relationship with the fellows in the sense that



many times we have criticized or critiqued what they were saying- and not just in
personal conversations but also in meetings. This was always taken positively.

The other is that the people running SRUTI have always engaged in the debates in which
activists are_engaged. So if the sangathans are facing a block in terms of the current
situation then the response is not just that why things are not happening? Or do it this
way? It has always been to try to understand why a particular line of work is not giving
results or seems to have come to a dead end and develop an ideological understanding of
the situation with the fellows. For most other fellowship programs or funders looking for
tangibles in the annual report, this debate and discussion would seem a waste of time. But

here it is seen as an investment where there is a possibility of new ideas emerging.
b

s

As new challenges are emerging for activist groups in terms of repression and funding we
hope that the SRUTI team will be walking the road as supportive fellow travelers with the
people with whom it shared a vision and dream of creating a just , equal and secular
society. Because it is to these people who are fighting the order, to realize the dreams,
that we committed ourselves and not to anything else.



STRUGGLE FOR CHANGE (The experience of togetherness)

Amulya K. Nayak
Lok Chetna Sangathan

it expressed concern,
When we were separate.
It built up linkages,
When we were desperate.
It extended support
When we fought for revival.
It offered fellowship,
When we needed survival.
It generates confidence,
When we are in crisis.
It shows the correct vision,
When we are in confusion.

It inspires that makes us able,
Hence we go ahead by solving any trouble.
It shares knowledge and resource
When we have lack of access.

[t provides moral courage
Thus we lead towards success
It focuses the light
When we are in darkness or night.

It makes things so clear
We see which is wrong or right.

We feel “in family” as it takes much care,
So it is very unique, different and rare.
All we do, we take as challenges,

All along SRUTI with us in the “STRUGGLE FOR CHANGE”.

We believe and empathize on the fact that- “Every person is a human being with needs
who has the natural spirit to live with freedom and dignity. Each person should get
enough opportunities to prosper till they achieve fulfillment and perfection in life- this
being the basic principle on which the human society can work to build a humanitarian
(MANAVIKTA) world. But the plight is that the major portion of the society is deprived,
oppressed and neglected, who are the makers of everything. Many things are shown and
done in the name of development of these deprived and poor class people. But what is the
result? We all know it very well. Development has no meaning and existence without
equality. Equality cannot be achieved in a discriminatory capitalistic system, whether it is
political or social or both. So this discriminatory system should be absolutely changed for
a healthy and humanitarian society. Hence it needs continuous struggle for change
through people’s organizations (sangathan) and mass movement (Aandolan).

On the other side, the capitalistic globalization process has already trapped the political
and economic systems of the developing countries of the world like India.

The inner motives of these processes are very undemocratic in nature and their strength is
based on an in-humanitarian approach where in the poor classes and the deprived mass of
the people are victimized. One can also see and reflect that the concept of development
and the character and activities of the social development organizations are changing



significantly to fit according to the capitalistic needs of the state. Under this situation the
foundation and role of the supporting institutions/resource organizations thus is getting
inclined to match with the interest of capitalistic forces. As a result the democratic space
for people’s organization is getting eliminated and the voice of the deprived and the
oppressed people remains undefined. These organizations thus get involved in sidelining
the potentiality of political processes to occur amongst people in the priority areas.
Another negative factor is too much professionalism has been the priority of
consideration and approach which always underscores the role of the activists and the
contribution of activities at the grassroots level. It may be the compulsion of the present
trend.

But SRUTI is a different in this context as it stands with the people’s organizations
struggle for social change as a political process. We are associated with SRUTI since
1997 and working with this concept. It showed us the right way and led us to the
appropriate vision that at present are a team of ....... Is working with about 25,000 people
and 3000 people in 10 slums (hattings) in Talcher industrial area. Adivasi Chetna
Sangathan, Malyagiri Adivasi Sangarsh Manch , Shramajaeevi Basti Mahasangh have
been formed and addressing different socio-political issues of the people.

Besides the financial support, the other aspects of SRUTI Fellowship are sense of fellow
feeling of dignity, in-family relationship, friendliness, providing knowledge, information,
trainings, exposure visits, network building, mixing with people at villages, direct help
and co-operation as far as possible and fulfilling the reasonable needs at different times.
We always feel us the members of SRUTI’S big family. The fellow feeling And friendly
dealings generates spirit and courage; strengthen commitment, increases the moral
strength to think, act and proceed together overcoming all the challenges and difficulties
which gathers more and more experience and learnings in the process of struggle for
change. We wish and hope SRUTI shall remain with us in this process.



DO AND DIE : THE PRICE FOR BEING UNREASONABLE!

Bijoy Bhai
Adivasi Mukti Sangathan

A few days ago, in a Doordarshan programme, (after the prime minister inaugurated the
conference on Rights and welfare of the scheduled tribes and other traditional forest
dwellers, where he piously spelled some words-‘development’, ‘inclusive growth’,
‘partners in the processes, etc) I was asked by the anchor-person to explain how the
tribals could be mainstreamed into the development process. He was taken aback when I
said the question before the tribals or the rural people is not ‘development® but ‘survjval’.

More than 30 million tribals have been displaced from their habitat due to the
developmental projects since independence and the process continues to continue in an
accelerated pace. Another 20 million are to be displaced if the Forest Rights Act is not
implemented ( most likely not) . It is because, as CSE report says, “ If India’s forest,
mineral bearing areas, tribal areas and watershed are mapped together, they will overlay
one another on almost same areas - -homes of India’s poorest people, the tribals.
Resource curse is a reality in the mineral rich areas of India. Of the 50 major mining
districts, 60% figure among the 150 most backward districts of the country”. Mining
contributes 8-10% to the GDP of India. Mind you, India, that is the ruling elites is very
sensitive to the point of being obsessive about GDP. What does that actually means? If
there is a tree or a stone lying somewhere in the forest, it has no exchange value,
therefore, doesn’t contribute to the Gross Domestic Produce. But if it is cut, transported
and sold in the market, then GDP rises. Great economics indeed! Is this not the essence of
Capitalism ?

The trick that is played on the people is that large numbers of the displaced people are not
shown as ‘project affected’. Most were called ‘encroachers’ and were evicted forcibly.
The patta land that was acquired for the steel factory in Kalinganagar, Orissa was given
Rs. 35000 per acre which was resold to the factory owner for Rs. 350, 000 per acre and
even that amount was less than the market value. Think up,---- Almost 70% of the tribal
areas are common property resources, but the formal land laws of our country(Photo copy
of British laws) are individual based and are founded on the principle of ‘Eminent
domain’, therefore CPR becomes the property of the state. The golden formula is capture
the resources of the people, handover that to the rich and then, call it ‘the free market’.
Some say, the total area of Special Economic Zones that is under the control of Ambanis
in Maharashtra is almost the half of the total area of the Greater Mumbai. All those
SEZs that*have been sanctioned by the Government of India, areawise cover almost 7%
of the total area of India.(The total tribal areas covers only 15% of India)

This regime of the free market economic policies had made the agriculture ruinous. Over
the last few years, more than 2 lakh Indian farmers have committed suicide. While they
grow the food items, the eventually face starvation and malnutrition, which is at the same
level as the Sub-Saharan Africa. Dal has almost vanished from the rural thali. The
government prefers to import food items from abroad at a higher price than the price the

! Reasonable people adapt themselves to the world. Unreasonable people attempt to adapt the world to
themselves. All the progress, therefore, depends on unreasonable people- G.B. Shaw, “Man and Superman”,



farmers offer. The minimum support price is kept depressed so that the agri-business
companies reap a rich harvest.

The share of the agricultural sector in the GDP has been falling continuously during the
last six decades of independent India---1950-51 (55%); 1970-71 (44%); 1990-91(31%);
2000-01 (26%); 2001-02 (24%) and 2007-08 (17.5%) and it is now destined to nosedive
at the rate of 1.5% so as to attain the desired 6% by 2020 as mandated by the India’s
vision paper. Compared with the steep fall in the share of the agriculture sector in GDP,
the workforce depending on agriculture has only declined marginally from 72% in 1951
to 69% in 1991 and to 58% in 2001. Government of India’s own report says that about
77% of rural workforce earns maximum of 20 rupees per day. Thus the per capita earning
capacity in the agricultural has fallen to irretrievably low levels. Despite a firm assertion
by Manmohan Singh in his budget speech of 1992-93, “we must begin a new chapter in
our agricultural history where farm enterprises yield not only more food, but more
productive jobs and higher income in rural areas”. After almost a decade of such
assertion, the government brought the New Agricultural policy which intensifies the
corporatisation of our agriculture. All this talk of NREGA to provide employment proves
to be fallacious when we come to know that the amount that is being extracted from the
farmers through agricultural credit through banks and co-operative societies is much
higher than the amount spent on rural development including the NREGA, besides
promoting and strengthening rural rich and compradore elites. The figure speaks for itself.
The government of India is spending 61000 crore for the rural development (2009-10) but
the agricultural credits in 2008-09 and 2009-10 are 280,000 and 325000 crores
respectively . One can very well calculate the interests that are fleeced from the farmers,(
a portion of which is re-invested in NREGA). Take the example of Debt relief of Rs
73000 crores. Who are they fooling ? Was it not given to the banks to recoup from the
economic slowdown ,the way the rich countries forked out 19.1 trillion dollars from the
public funds as stimulous money to the banks to recover from the collapse ? Why has it
been mandatory to open a pass book in a bank for payment of wages under NREGS? It is
not to check corruption in the NREGS, but to provide oxygen to the finance capital.

One can safely surmise that the grand march of globalised economy and the rapid flow of
foreign exchange into India have failed to develop in anyway the agricultural sector or the
social services of education and health. Instead of development, there has been a steep
deceleration in these vital fields affecting large sections of the society. Despite repeated
promises and announcements by the Government, the share of expenditure in terms of the
total GDP on education and health progressively declined: Education —3.1%(90-
91)t02.84% (2007-08)and Health—1.2%and 1.36% for these years. The unrestrained
invasion of gowerful foreign giants with the help of national business barons, the future
of 21 million retail traders of India and their families remains bleak. How catastrophic
would it be when 85% of india’s population are made to live in the cities (presently 29%)
? (that is the vision of our present home-minister).

The obsession of the rich and powerful is with the ‘Growth rate’ and ‘sensex’ and of late,
another new agenda--permanent place in the Security Council. Everything is geared to
achieve only that .Economy is growing, they say, annually at an impressive 8% per
annum while agriculture is stagnating at 0.4%. We wonder what it is all about and that
disappears without leaving any trace in our daily lives. The annual Forbes list of global
billionaires resolves that confusion. According to the latest list, there are 1125 billionaires
in the world and their combined wealth is 4.4 trillion dollars (7%) of the worlds GDP.



There are 53 billionaires in India with their estimated wealth at 340.9 billion dollars is
nearly 31% of the country’s total GDP. This gives them nearly three times more weight in
the economy than their American counterparts and over ten times of those in china. The
net worth of all the Chinese billionaires is just about 3% of the country’s GDP, while that
of the US billionaires is nearly 11%. In other words, the more it maximizes profit and so-
called growth, the more it devours its own human and natural substance.

While India, according to its constitution, is a sovereign socialist and democratic republic,
the world’s greatest inequalities are found, where the wealth of the 53 billionaires are
almost twice that of the rural India ,(being at 16% of the GDP)--almost 80 crore poor
peasants, landless rural workers and urban slum dwellers .A fact of great critical
significance is that “while all of the billionaires are of, and claim, primary residency in
India, almost 90% of them have primary or secondary residency abroad . Also, “almost
one-third reaped windfall profits from real estate speculation. This is a new kind of
secessionist movement taking place in which a small section of people become
immensely wealthy by capturing and appropriating everything-- land, rivers, water, forest,
security, dignity, freedom including the right to protest. It is a vertical secession in which
public infrastructure, public assets (including commons and wilderness), water, transport,
electricity, health, education and other natural resources are sold to the private
corporations. As the disparity and dispossession grows, the free market needs the state
very badly. They also need an international confederation of loyal governments to push
through anti-people reforms in order to create a good investment climate. How much
damage, politically and economically, the globalized economy has caused India was
openly admitted by Manmohan Singh(during his years in opposition) to Thomas L.
Freidman ,who met him in 1998. “We have a world where fates are linked...... it reduces
our degree of freedom, even in fiscal policies. I have a friend from a neighboring country
who also became a finance minister. The day he got his job I called him to congratulate
him. He said “Don’t congratulate me; 1 am only the half minister. The other half is in
Washington”. (Lexus and the Olive tree, page 108). He seems to have a sharp mind and
plays accordingly. One can understand why he said ‘Long live America’ when he visited
Washington recently and also making a unscheduled visit to Copenhagen (at whose
behest!). It describes the subordination of the other nation states to American power either
through consent or collaboration, or by the use of brute force and economic threat. The
loyalists copy the same formula and implement in their own country.

Beyond the economic, political and military aspects,( The US has military bases in 69
countries and accounts for a third of world spending on arms and India is following that
high footsteps) a specific feature of the current situation is the ideological and cultural
sweep of*capitalist ideas and values that find their ways into social, institutional and
cultural spaces. Commodity relations and moralities of the market are penetrating into
every aspect of our lives, producing utter individualization and profit of course, but also
ravaging morals and culture everywhere. The success of a system is, said Marcuse, when
it makes alternatives unthinkable.

- I1-

Thus we are working in a difficult atmosphere—against a different and complex
adversary-the modern neo-liberal state, shaped and managed by finance capital , anything



but imperial. It is many layered. It is neither visible nor comprehensible by the people, but
its organs are. it exist on the people’s popular consent, and it also manufactures the
consent to cement its legitimacy. It has everything in its arsenal to “subvert, suppress,
represent, misrepresent, discredit, interpret, intimidate, purchase” with money, violence,
torture, imprisonment, killing, blackmail and rigged elections to subdue the “will of the
people”. The language of dissent and the methods of struggle and mobilization have been
co-opted. ‘Democracy’ into ‘electoral politics’; ‘liberation’ into ‘empowerment’; ‘cadres’
into ‘workers’; ‘people’ into ‘stakeholders’; ‘movements and mobilization’ into
‘campaign, lobby and advocacy’; ‘voluntarism’ to ‘NGOs’ and the least, perhaps,
‘activists’ into ‘fellows’. The government, W.B, WTO documents and policy papers are
now written in socially just and politically correct languages. The recent inaugural
address of the prime minister at the conference of chief ministers and state ministers: in
New Dethi, to give an example, says, “I would like to emphasize the importance of
implementing in letter and spirit of the Panchayat (Extension) to the Scheduled Areas
Act”. While the Act was enacted in 1996, the rules were never framed, therefore, not
implement able. The language in the Act has been framed in such a way that recently, the
Madhya Pradesh High Court adjudicated that it is unimplementable.

Democracy and Free market have fused together in such a way that though it is predatory
in nature, it ensures its legitimization through a cleverly layered mathematics of electoral
democracy. In the recent elections (2008), the UPA secured a comfortable majority in the
parliament just by polling 10.3% of the country’s population, and the parties spending
some say, nearly 1000 crores. During last two decades, the election has become so
pervasive and penetrative that it affects all walks of our life. Parallel institutions,
Regulatory bodies have been set up through a changed process of ‘governance’. ‘Too
much representation’ and ‘too many’ regulatory and commissions give a diminishing
return to the people. After all, our democratic institutions have long been patterned on the
west minister model. Therefore, afier the neo-liberal onslaught, it was easier for them to
hollow it out.

International agreements generally impinge on the national policies and programmes and
are binding on any government. As Nehru put it in 1949 to the constituent assembly: what
does independence consist of? It consist fundamentally and basically of foreign relations.
This is the test of independence. All else is local autonomy”. But those agreements are
hardly debated in the parliament or if ever debated, the Government is not constitutionally
bound to act on the opinion of the parliament. It is because the nature of the Indian
constitution which contains about 250 articles (out of 395) from the Government of India
Act, 1935. We raise protest and change the names of various capitals but we forget that
our countrygstill carries that old colonial insignia - VT (Victorian Territory,all aircrafts
carry that code) by the International Aviation Transport Authority.Our administrative
system rests on the shoulders of that colonial system of the collecter and the thana
inspector. The judiciary still carries that colonial robe and language .Therefore, our
present leaders, more honest and ideologically committed has been publicly pleading with
the former globalisers in London, (Washington at present) to come back to India for
another equally long stay.

When we organize protest, morcha, yatra to raise the problems of the affected people
before the authorities, a few of them tend to listen, assure us to take remedial measures
.They try to do what they could do with their limited capacity. Most of them always find
pleas to avoid and many become evasive and resort to repression. It all depends on our



mass-strength and the nature of our demands. Uncomfortable, even if legitimate demands
were never entertained. The method of mobilization of people is gradually loosing its
meaning (being stereotyped ),unless supported by political parties, because of the
assigned space mandated by the government, adverse ruling by the courts and, of course,
a caricatured presentation by the NGO networks. Bureaucracy, aided by the police and
the local press has become adept at handling and neutralizing any militant mobilization. It
has been a huge and sustained collective effort to make the Government enact a
law(comes out always in distorted and diluted form) and again a similar effort to
implement the act. The process has become unduly long, tiring and often frustrating and
very expensive. Appeal to the higher authorities and approaching various Commissions,
very often does not yield the results. Conventional wisdom suggests to knock at the court
of law. After a while, it pre-occupies our time and energy. Courts give initial reprieve, but
results, very often in the nullification of our own struggle and ethos. The judicial process
is undemocratic as it negates the participation of people, but gives a large space to the
experts. Judiciary functions on the dictum-“the law is what the judges say it is”. But the
upper class fondly embraces the “rule of law” and moulds the popular consent. Howard
Zinn, an American author has put it beautifully. “ The rule of law does not do away with
the unequal distribution of wealth and power, but reinforces that inequality with authority
of law. It allocates wealth and poverty in such complicated and indirect ways as to leave
the victim bewildered.” Since more and more unpopular decisions are taken by the
elected governments, the judiciary has expanded its undemocratic space without being
unaccountable.

Another dilemma which faces us starkly is our inaction and neutrality to election process.
Our inaction and subdued action do not impact the people’s conscience. And just by
entering into the electoral fray shall also not make any impact. Often we tend to loose the
people’s support because of the hegemonic propaganda machinery that creates a
psychological pressure on the people.

Last but not the least, that very important feature of sustenance on people’s resources, is
giving way gradually to external stimulus or permanent resources-flow from external
sources. With that comes friendly conditionalies and becomes a permanent features and
fissure in the mutual relationship between the donor and the donee (by whatever name,
we call it). Of course, the reasons are varied in nature. State (government) and the market
are the twin forces that have created such unsustainable situation. The state’s machinery
makes us tired, frustrated and suppressed. The penetration of market’s economy to every
corner of the country and society has created monetized relationship and acute
individualization, has broken the traditional mutual support system. The Government and
the NGQe’spread money culture for every occasion. The ‘effected’ people loose patience
and search for an easy way out.

Way forward — (suggested).

The state at this neo-liberal stage has acquired tremendous power and violent force to
subdue the popular will. All the apparatus of the state —Bureaucracy, judiciary,
representative democracy, police and press are at the command of the global capital and
market at varying degree. It not only suppresses any form of protest and resistance with
brute force, it also plants its mole to create on alternate structure in the resistance
movement. Sometimes it facilitates a violent attack to mould public opinion in favour of
taking draconian steps. Those draconian steps often geared towards neutralising the
democratic opinion and space in the public area. It creates a situation where violence and



counter violence revolves in a cyclic manner. But both violence and counter violence are
undemocratic in nature because it does not create wider space for people’s participation
That does not mean to say that people shall not have the option for their own defense. As
the French philosopher Maurice Merleau Ponty put it ‘To teach non violence is to
strengthen established violence, that is to say, a system of production which makes
misery and war inevitable’

Therefore, the moot question is how to enlarge and deepen the democratic space in the
society,(otherwise very undemocratic in nature with class,caste and gender division) as
well as in the politics. The question of a people’s strategic option, an alternative path of
development , distinct from and in opposition to that of India’s ruling classes who have
developed substantial strength of their own and grew hopeful of new avenues of profit
making at home and in partnership with global capitalism.

Democratic or any struggle is always waged on position of strength —ideas and mass base.
How can we engage ourselves with the people with innumerable problems(political,
economic, cultural and repressive) and confront the state and market forces, while
remaining fragmented, issue-based, locating ourselves in marginal area(far from the
power centres) having our so-called base with ‘affected and with miniscule population in
the margin’. Even though, we confederate, as the past experience suggests, we become, in
fact, politically a diffusive and negative force. We never become an organic whole to put
up a semblance of challenge to the state power in terms of advancing an alternative
ideological path to counter the hegemonistic precepts of capitalism. We are presently
imprisoned in our geo-political locations. Any sort of radical understanding goes above
our head. We feel powerless. Many have lost the earlier dream and vision. They are
simply there because they have no other way out at this stage. There is no logic in the
work, no organic linkages in the programs and programs are taken up with no reference to
their core capacities and priorities .No time or urge for self and collective study and
reflection, no inclination to search for alternatives .

Therefore, there is a need for coming together and forming an organic-political whole
branching out to other exploited section with a core mass base

Evolving and developing an alternative path of development. It demands that not
economics or the market but politics, that is people’s politics, is put in command of the
economy. It means posing such questions as growth? Which and for what purpose?
Whose benefit? For what kind of society and within which environment? Shall social
needs be the guide or profit making? Whether to get maximum welfare of the people,
with priority#for the needs of the poorest and backward regions and for the protection of
the environment? Can we build any sustainable structure that people/ community decide,
manage and control? why should everything be commoditized? These are the central
questions to any alternative to capitalism. And could be more, many more as we move on
actively as a political formation, learning from the past experiences as well as present
practices..

Groups, working with “affected” and only a “ small section” of people cannot raise a
sustained struggle on their own resources. It is precisely because, the affected people are
invariably in need and cannot withstand the required prolonged struggle. Secondly, since
they are mostly grievance based, their strength fritter away either when they get some



remedy or their problems do not get solved. Imperative to work in a reasonably large arca
with cross-section of people, the working class, being at the core.

For a prolonged and sustained struggle we need local cadres. Externals come and go. We
should think up building local full time cadres and volunteers(illiterate and half-literate,
not reasonably educated) who can sustain on the locally raised resources. The activists
(outside the community) should have a reasonably similar life-style with that of the
people. We always have to guard ourselves against external resources (both people and
material) not to be proportionately more than the internal resources.

Every resolute struggle/resistance demands a price, sometimes heavy. The present
situation (climate change, war &weapon of massdestruction, waste of resources
Jnecessitates such engagement and sacrifice. It indeed demands doing ‘impossible things’.
The admonition of the rebel students of Paris in their May-june uprising of 1968 could be
our guide to democratic action. They had said: ‘Be practical! Do the impossible!’

If we cannot do the impossible, we better prepare to face the unthinkable .The Possibility
predicted by Marx and Engels in “Communist Manifesto” appears to be near prophetic in
this century—that, the class struggles ending ‘either in a revolutionary reconstitution of
society at large or in the mutual ruin of the contending classes’.

- III -

SRUTT is celebrating with its friends its eventful 25 years of unconventional activities.
This is the time for real reflection so as to assess which way it should move. Sruti began
as a small initiative with small resources raised locally-- very informal and touching .
People with different and differing ideas, but very humane in temperament and aptitude
.when you are in trouble or hounded by a repressive state/Government, you are assured
of a personal touch. It may be in the nature of a phone call to your distraught family
members. The ambience that you feel in a large joint family ! That had made the
affinity stronger and longer.

They have and are growing with the change of time, gradually resembling a conventional
institution. More resources and accompanying pressure from the Government machinery
have its intended impact on the structure and function of any institution. The popular
saying is that one is a radical till 25-30years,then becomes a liberal and a conservative
after 40years.The test lies with the fact that—can it prove to become unconventional and

do the ‘impossible’ ? . Time will tell ! Zindabad!
o
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WORKING TOWARDS A JUST & HUMANE SOCIETY

A. K. Pany
Secretary, Anchalika Vikash Parisad

Since early nineties while globalization in India has been glorified with increased global
responsibility to eradicate poverty, promoting development and ensuring right, justice and
equity, it is only confined to trade, investment and financial flow and extends the flow of
services, technology, Information and Ideas benefiting only a particular section of shining
India. This has redefined the social relations between & within communities. Diverse
forms of inequality have got legitimized. The market hegemony exploits the growing
insecurities of the large section of people with expropriation of national resources. It has
almost changed the role of our state. A strong welfare state has been replaced by one with
no social commitment and is gradually & consistently emerging as a state with only
defence and law and order as its programme.

The policies of liberalization and structural adjustment have had grave adverse effect on
the poor and marginalized by making them more vulnerable. Income inequality has
sharpened with miniscule elite as sole beneficiary. Violation of human rights of tribals,
dalits and other marginalized communities is on a rise in the name of development.
Absolute poverty has increased, employment opportunities and real wages of poor have
shrunk, informalization of labour force has increased, and legislative protection to the
footloose labourers in diminishing. In the very present time Adivasis, Dalits, Women,
Small and marginal farmers, landless labourers, workers in the unorganized sectors are
pushed to the periphery that are solely deprived of the result of economic growth. The
Global polices which are right now influencing State Policy playing so much significant
role in depriving the local people of their livelihood and our state as a willful ally failed to
protect human interest of its marginalized citizens. How ever there was lack of
understanding and critical exploration and documentation of these interrelationships.

At such a critical juncture SRUTI has played a crucial role in building, supporting and
strengthening the people’s struggle named “Adivasi Kranti Sangathan”, which is a
grassroot people’s organization in one of the most underdeveloped and inaccessible area
of Dhenkanal District in Orissa. SRUTI has no doubt created enabling conditions by
building capacity and perspective among us to struggle for the right to livelihood, food,
land, forest, information and governance. Currently, SRUTI has also been facilitating the
formation of a rural workers organization (Orissa Shramjibi Union). With the support and
co-ordination of SRUTI, we are now able to give voice to our struggles, which include
rights bag€€d issues of individuals and communities. SRUTI has played a critical role in
co-ordination, networking, strategic planning and perspective building to ensure
collective and collaborative action. It has been consistently involved in generating,
processing, disseminating information and partly providing financial support to our
struggle. It is also involved in capacity building of activists as well as youth paving a way
for future community leadership through activist School. In this process SRUTI has
gained the credibility of being a social change resource organization which promotes
human rights, social justice and works towards the advancement of the interest of the
marginalized through its whole family of fellows, staff and resource team.

SRUTI has been organizing & promoting social action groups to take up issues that affect
various sections of society which are inadequately addressed. These social Action Groups




through activities such as campaigns, awareness building, advocacy, lobbying, training,
mass mobilization, agitation and struggles have been able to create a space for the
struggling classes and other social groups. The understanding of issues, their socio-
political analysis and further, the approaches and activities adopted has been carried out
with support of SRUTL.

It is particularly heartening for me and I feel a palpable sense of excitement and “dare to
dream and demand rights” has became the key motivator for me in my journey with
SRUTI. 1 have been working with communities and am now able to articulate their
aspirations. Ofcourse, the Sangathan has enabled communities to own & manage their
resources by working towards community driven development. But unfortunately with
the goal of social action there is a chance of further shrinking of democratic spaces with
the current programmes of the State. Hence, we all in collaboration with SRUTI will have
to work towards the expansion of democratic spaces.



OURASSOCIATION WITH SRUTI

Anjali Bhardwaj
Satark Nagrik Sangathan

Satark Nagrik Sangathan (SNS) is a citizen’s group with a mandate to promote
transparency and accountability in government functioning and to encourage active
participation of citizen’s in governance. SNS is an independent non-governmental
organization and is not affiliated to or supported by any political party. It is registered
under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 as ‘Society for Citizens’ Vigilance Initiative.

SNS’s key strategy has been to assist people exercise their RIGHT TO INFORMATION.
Our endeavor is to empower individuals to use the RTI Act to participate effectively in
policy formulation and utilization of public funds. We train citizens to use the RTI Act to
obtain information on the performance of the elected representatives and on the
functioning of the Government in areas such as ration, civic works, education and social
welfare schemes.

Our association with SRUTI began very soon after SNS’s inception. The support that
SRUTT has provided has been invaluable in enabling us to carry out our various activities
especially in the low income settlements in Delthi. SRUTI has been supporting SNS
financially by providing fellowships and organizational support. Over the years,
interaction with SRUTI team and members of the SRUTI network has greatly enhanced
our understanding of the development challenges faced by the people across the country
and has helped shaped SNS’s work.

Interactions with the SRUTI team have always been very informal, friendly and
encouraging. This has enabled us to ideate with them and discuss any challenges faced by
us. SRUTI has always supported and associated closely with the SNS team and yet given
us space and flexibility to evolve which has been critical for the growth of SNS,
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With Best Wishes

from

Sunitee Karnik




In Appreciation
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With Best
Compliments from

SUNVIEW TRAVELS & TOURS

Website- www.sunviewtravels.com

N'E'?;n*ztaf Uz‘tmaf\./zantdi
heartily congratulate




G. R. COMPUTERS

congratulates SRUTT on

completing 25 years of a glorious journey!

b

Computer hardware, Peripherals, Software development, Medi;,

Data updating and Annual Maintenance Contracts (AMC)

Our esteemed customers: State Bank of Hyderabad,

Delhi University, CITU, CPI, AIDWA

Contact: Mr Shailendra Khaware Mobile: 98101-17175,98107-92971

With Best Compliments
from
Aakar Books

Publications from Aakar

Why Unions Matter
Michael D Yates

978-93-5002-32-6 Rs. 395.00 (Hb)
Studies in the Labor Theory of Value

Ronald L Meek

978-93-5002-07-4 Rs. 395.00 (Pb)

Struggle For Socialism: Some Issues
Randhir Singh
978-93-5002-23-4 Rs. 395 (Hb)

Proselytisation in India: The Process of Hinduisation in
Tribal Societies

Edited by Dharmendra Kumar & Yemuna Sunni
978-81-89833-74-9 Rs. 550.00 (Hb)

Modernity, Globalization and Identity: Towards a
Reflexive Quest

Avijit Pathak

81-87879-61-0 Rs. 175.00 (Pb)

Empowering Rural Women: An Approach to
Empowering Women Through Credit - based Self —

Help Groups

Zubair Meenai

81-87879-06-8 Rs. 295.00 (Hb)

Ask for catalogue at: www.aakarbooks.com

Aakar Books

28 E, Pocket — 1V, Mayur Vihar Phase 1, Delhi 91
Tel : 011-2279 5505 Telefax : 011-2279 5641




With Best
Compliments from
Raaviand Ria

ALL THE BEST !!!

With Best

_Compliments from
Prerna & Pranav

ALL THE BEST !!!
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All The Best

from
SANYA & ANIKA

Best Wishes

from
RIDHAM

With Best Compliments

from
A Well Wisher




With Best Compliments
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Petroleum
———

in more ways than one

Wa are in the business of energy. Motor Spirfl
end Diese} for cars and trucks, fuslling of
fiights, fue to industries, cooking gas for
homes, kerosene to the interiors of this vast
land.

But as we progress, so does our vision -
. To resching new frontiers of energy.
To providing mors services to our customers.
To enhancing stakeholder vahue. Ta fastering
innovation as the narmal way of thinking. Ta
working & building a strong self - relient nation.
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CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES

TO
SRUTI
ON COMPLETION OF 25 YEARS!

Vishwajit Gupta

General Manager

Phone: +91-135-2485900
Mobile: +91-9927115900
Fax: +91-135 2485901

Email: gm@cisharidwar.com
Website: www.countryinns.com/haridwarin

Country Inn & Suites by Carlson
ﬂl-laridwar Rishikesh Highway, Haripur Kalan, Motichur,
(Near Shantikunj), Haridwar - 249205
Dist. Dehradun, Uttaranchal, India

Its our way of making new
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With Best Compliments

from

Jamna Lal Bajaj
- Foundation




With Best Compliment:l

| from

INGERSOLLRAND WADCO TOOLS
- PRIVATE LIMITED

¥

37-A Site-4
Sahibabad Industrial Area
Ghaziabad - 207 070 (INDIA)




With Best Compliments

from

@RAFPRO

Action For Food Production

ACTION FOR FOOD PRODUCTION (AFPRO)
25/1A, Institutional Area,Pankha Road,
D- Block, Janak Puri, New Delhi 110 058.
Ph. No. 91-011-28525412, 28525452, Fax : 91-11-28520343
Email : ed@afpro.org; pd@afpro.org
Website : www.afpro.org

Action for Food Production is an Indian socio-technical non-governmental
organization with Christian inspiration working for the development of the rural poor
through effective natural resource management solutions.

It provides technical guidance and backup support to grassroots level NGOs for the
implementation of environmentally friendly projects for water, food security,
livelihoods and allied capacity building.

Aim of the Society

The Aim of the Society is development of weaker sections of the rural community to
move towards sustainable development, through an overall increase in their
knowledge and skills in areas which directly affect their standard and quality of life.

Focal Areas
vWater, Sa);itation & Hygiene

vWatershed Development — an Approach for Community Based Natural Resource
Management

vFood Security & Sustainable Livelihoods
AFPRO reaches out to the country through nine field units located strategically all

over India. It has a team of hydrologists, Hydrogeologists, geophysicists, civil
engineers, sociologists and specialists in agriculture, fisheries, forestry and livestock.
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ZINZA vore

25-26 community cé‘q‘ﬁre,
zamrudpur (near GK1), new delhi 110048
[]1+91 11 29235076
[email] zazahome@zdzg_co..in

Bed & Breakfast
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the hospital that cares

SANTOKBA DURLABHJI MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
cum MEDICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE, JAIPUR
Bhawani Singh Marg, near Rambagh Circle, JAIPUR - 302 015 (Raj.)

Tel. : 91-141-2566251-08 Fax : 91-141-5110209
Email: sdmhos@sancharnet.in



