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A Statement of Concern

The current state of India’s artisans i» a matter of grave
concern. These proud and industrious arfisans were once
the backbone of the Indian cconomy, providing neisch of
the goods and services that our people neaded. Today, these
very artisans have been murginalised by the ‘modernisi-
tign’ and "industrinlisation” of society. Though some have
managed to adapt to changing rimes, and a few have even
thrived, mast of them lve in abject poverty with ne
prospects jor o berter Tomorron

Whereas the world sust go on and things must change, the
tragedy for the artisans is that mast of these changes are
rot eralutionary, but brought akout Iy eeternat] forces or
inflicices, aimed ar serving mdcroscopic imterests and repli-
cating shen cultures and lifestyles. Therefore, the artisans
hiave been deprivedd of those stepping stones of hustery’
wiich would have enabled them to wove with the times,
arud to gradually avdapt their skills and wehnology o dang-
ing circumstances. They hevve been denicd the oppormuniiy,
rord onidy fo b o pard of the ‘modernisation” and ‘dustri-
alization’ process, bul to contrilrate to it

A result, today most of India’s wrttsans are struggling for
bl Mﬂﬂyﬁmcpm wupp, and mroverd aﬁﬂ'lﬁ-.pr_n Higir
traditienal occupations. Others eling on desperately, not
krowing whar efse to do or fo whom to turn. Their skills,
evolvad over thowsands of years, are being dissipated and
blumted. Their progeny are not willing or alde o corey on
the family tradition, and a rich cudrure is on the verge of
extinehion.

Tire wew econimic and fmdustriol prder that i emierging
concedes pa space to the artisanal sector. The powerful
rrketing machinery that & a concomitant of such an
order progressively expands markets for “‘modern’ goods
amd services at the cost of the artisans’ markets. The
research and development ¢fforts in the new order are ori-
ented towards developing capital-intensive processes and
technologies which replace age old, human friendly,
processes, rather than adapt them., Goversenent schermes
arl progranmumes are hijacked away from the poor artisan
i the rich industrialist,

A preliminary asscssment of the siate of artizans in Didia
sugiests that the major reasons for their curront state of
ety aret

Disappearing Markets
There has been u draneatic shift in consumer choice from
artisanal goods to factory-made ones. This is evidert in all
splieres of mumifadturing activity. For examply, articles
e from vegetable tanned leather have been edged our
by those made from chrome leather, and handwoven cor-
ton fabrics have lost out to mwill-made synthetic anes.
Similarly, plastic, china ynd glassware have wiped ot the
market for garthenweare. To some extent, this might be due
toa Larger vartery of goods becoming available in the mar-
ket amd, consequently, the market share of the artisimal
goods falling. Howsver, the extent to which consumer
choice las shifted away from artisunal goods cannor he
explained valy by the plurality of cheice. Wirile there is ro
clear-cui explanation for disappearing markets, some of
the fuctorsthat might possibly have contribnited are listed
below.
¥ Firstly, the aggresshve marketing and advertising strare-
ey wgercl by the argamised industrial séctor fumve played
@ major ride in mfluencing consamer cheice. Medio
campuigns are an wilegral part of these sirategics, and
are used ot onby to sustain loyalty to old produces, bt
to ereate demand for new enes, Another important ele-
mienit af thesé strategics i large investrents in product
and design develapment, and market research 1o
understand and mould consumer psychology. Such
strategies are priviicated on gigantic budgets that run
it croves of rupees, which are absolutely fncomeeiv.
alile for the artisanal sector,
¥ Secorully, the economivs of scale tnherent to the factory
sector result in mass production of goods of uniferm
uectlizy; ap prices with which the srrisans’ products can-
mof cersily competd.
b Thirdly, vartous financial inceatives, benefits and
reliefs are extended 1o encourage the orgawised soctor
o st wp indusiries. In comparison, very Fitle is aowiil-
able to the artisan,
b PFourthly, preferentiol access to credit, raw nuarerial ard



infrastructure is also extended to the seganined sector
This &s'in stark contrast lo the artisanal sector, where
surveys have repeatedly revealsd thas the major huand.
icups foeced by artisans are lack of capital 1o prrchase
good aueality moaterials i Iufk; scarcity of mw mate-
rials, aind nbsence of infrastructure in the way of
worksleds, power, and storage spave. The absence of
power inhilrits artésans frow investing in power dri-
ven faols aind equipment, and from upgroding their
techmology.

¥ Fiftkdy, the preoccuparion with the swall but lucrative
serbam and export markets las diveried encreies and
resources that conld otherwise furve beon invested in
building up locol and sustainalde markets for artisanal
products.

Technological Obsolescence

lechnological advancement has been largely oriented
towards modernising the processes of the orgarised, fe-
faty secter. Thes has given the factory sector an edge over
the artisanal sector in terms of efficiency and quaity of
oiitput. Madern techmology has enabled machines o imi-
taie even the mest miricife designs dr were once the
exclusive domain of the artisins, developed and perfocted
over cemniries and possed down from yenrmation fo geser-
aHiom

Tiee filure to develop rechnologies appropriate to the arti-
satial sectar is @ result of our dependence on Western
technologies which are essemtially capital-intensive. The
liack of investment in-indigerous tochnologieal research has
anly aggravated the problem.

Poor Government Planning

After 40 years of planeed development, planners are still
conceprually confused abous the role of the artisanal sec-
tor in India, From an analvsis of successtve Plan
documients, it is evident that there has been ne consistency
i defirting. or even sting, objectives for the sector. Soue
stress the importance of the sector from the point of view
of keeping o cultural heritage alive. Others emphasise the
employment generation potential of the sevtor. The wrti-

sanal sector has been viewed less as a part of the core eco-
namic sector, and maove as a part of the welfare sectar, to
be propped up by subsidies and grants. The paltry bud-
getary allocations provide some clue to the economic
significance that planners attach to the artisenal sector.
This is mot ra forger that the private sector has also been
propped wup by the public sector; and the pueblic seetor by
the government,

Adding o this confusion is the Strucioural Adjustrment

Programire (SAP) now underway in thi coumtry, The SAP
o5 baased av o mioddel where market - fed development iz given

primacy, and stare-led development is gradually wirh-

drawr, This will have a sigraficant bearing on the future

of the artisanal sector. Acconding o one sonrce, “It is clear

that the Government of ludia, by SAP and its budgeting
policies, is especiaily hitting ot the unorgasised, whether

tabowr or seli-emploved artisans, ., The imcreasing appro-

priatian by the government of forests and other commaon

property, in the mame of both ‘ervirommental protection’
and ‘indpstrial promotion’ will result in ap increase in the
denial of access to these common resources to the poor for

whintst they reprosent i erucial source of subsistence - for
food, fieel, fodder, vaw material for crafes."

Given the force of national and global economic frends, it
is time io rethink the role of the artisanal sector in the
Fdian econweny, and put it on the national agenda, If, as
the tremds tnilicate, this sector can anly sirvive i pockets,
thers the nation's resonirces would be Iretrer spent in iden-
tifying and steengthening those packets. To the extens this

results i the unemployreny of lirge mumbers of artizans

vutside such pockers. a national initiative is roguired fo
rearvndt their skills and vehalsilinote them. For, craft skills
bruilt up over the cemturies are an important sational
resource thist canmot be jettisoned as ead weight.

KANIEA SATYANAND
SHEKHAR STNGH

My 1995
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Introduction to the Report

This report fs an attempe at providing a sensitive overviow of
the artisanal sector in India. This effort is fuelled both by the
absence of such an overview, and sur conviction that, even
toxkay, the artizans, their skills, and their way of life have a social
anc| economic significance. Their traditisnal markes are heing
taken over by the organiced sector, which does not typically offer
them alternative livelihoods. This makes the artisans axtremsely
vulnerable, and lends srgency to the need to focus antention on
their precarious state,

The specific objectives of this report are:

M Torecord the state of artisans in Indis, and to identify the
tmajor constraints currently faced by them,

To describe in detail the historical evolution and current sta-
tus of some elected groups of artisans,

¥ To review government interventions affecting the artisans.

STRUCTURE OF THE REPORT

This report is divided into four sections. Section one documents
the evalution and current status of artisans in India, and the
nature and impact of government assistance to the artisanal sec-
toL. Section two contains In-depth descriptions of eight groups
of artisans and traces thiedr historical development. Section three
confaing annexures and tsbles, while section four contains a
bibliography and listing of Government schemes of assistance.

The eight chapters of section twn, which deal with different
groups of artisans, have been piven Indian titles, such as
Boosikar, Machee, and so on. Some of these titles may be mis-
lending, sinwce they have been used in a mych broader sesise than
may be commaonly vaderstood, For instance, the titls ‘Mackes'
has been used for the chapier on leather workers, whereas,
strictly speaking, it denotes only leather workers who cobble
shoes. To avoid possible confusion in the minds of readers,
subtitle has been provided alongside the main title, 1o indicate
the scope of cach chapter.

CONSTRAINTS & LIMITATIDNS

While preparing this report, several comstrzint had to be con-

tended with, primanly with respect to the data base. Axa resuls

of these and other factors, the report has certain limitations,

which are described below:

¥ Thelevel of information avdilable for different arfisatal sec-
tors b5 not uniform. For instance, there 15 a vast amount of

literature on textile and teather workers, and it has not been
possible to examine all of it. On the other hind, there is 2
dearth of information on jewellers, and on wood and metal
waorkers, This difference in the quality and quantity of data
available hasled to variations m the depth with which dif-
ferent artisanal groups have been covered.

This report does not comprebensively cover the artisanal
séctor, bat is confined to a few growps of artisans, vie: hand-
loom textile workers; cane, bambog and fibre workess:
leather workers; wood workers; metal veorkers; jewellers; tai-
lors; and potters.

There is & general lack of clarity in the existing lrerature,
about the concept of an artisan, This has resulted in diffi-
culties not only in comparing data from different sources,
but alzo in distinguishing between artisans and non-arti-
aams, of berween artisanal and other modet of production.
The inadequacy of the statistical data base on the artisanal
sector made the task of generating estimates oo the size and
ecanomic significance of this sector an uphill one. Bven the
existing dan, such as the Cenaus, are flawed due o chanpes
in definitions. As a result, the valicity of the statistical esti-
mates in this report is debatable.

The lack of up-to date information on various aspects of the
artisanal sector has made it almost impossible to provide an
accurate description of the corrent state of artisans in India
Al best, what emerges is a picture of artisans ten or fifteen
VEITS agn.

Muoat af the research and development work on the artisanal
sector has a craft bias, Le., a focus not on the artisans, but
on the goods they produce, their designs and techniques.
The lack of expertise and information on the humain, social
and economic aspects of the artisanal sector was a major
constraint in prepating this report.

The primary survey, which was not part of the original
design, was extrernely limited, as it had to be accomodated
within the ariginal budget. The findings from the survey are,
therefore, far from conclusive.

Bue to multiple 2uthorship, there is a Jack of uniformity in
writing styles between chapters, and also of consistency
betwesn chapters and sections. While efforts have been made
to minimise such differences and inconsistencies, it has not
been possible to entirely eliminate them.

The arisanal sector i far from homogenous, There is enor-
maous diversity among artisans with respect to their levels
and forms of production organisition, markets and markes-
Mg arrangements, the nature of products they make, and the
services they provide. This diversity not only cuts acrogs dif-
fesent artisanal groups, but exsts within the groups as well,
It has nat been possible to maintain all these distinctiosns,
and there has been & resultant peneralisstion and los of detail
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The preparation of this report has, from inception o final print-
ing. taken about sixowears. The methodology broadly involved
the development of a conceptual framework, primary survey,
drafing of sections by selected resource persons, sarvey of sec-
ondary literature, expert consltations and final compilation
and editing;

The conceptual framework was evolved by the Advisory Groap,
ineonsultation with various other experts (for list of Advisory
Group members and other contribators see Acknowledgements

HucA _
WHO IS AN ARTISANT

Comlle beloiyat sooa AeBx oL HAT e sl

t-l'm

P Auntisan is & preduces of a product that is handmade, and
M'ﬂﬂ!ﬁi ﬁlﬁtﬂﬂmﬁmﬂdﬁﬂpﬂ—

duction.
B Anariisan s s mwmmmmmm
'mmﬂ;ﬂﬁw&

» 'uqﬂp u-ﬁdﬁmﬁm&ﬂt H-.'htﬁ-#hmh
W: H’ﬂlﬂiﬂn value from hun;muﬂ

“ 7 i I:
clectric power, tu-huy-riq-l.
MﬂfﬂﬁmmwmhMﬂ

mﬁ,nﬂnﬂkﬁmmﬁﬁ“u

imiplements aperated directly by the craftsman mainly by hand

or foot.. m&mﬂwmﬂmu

Mﬂmmmmmnﬁu

s hﬂﬂﬂiﬂ'w&m the geographical
region of couniry of production

b production by craftsmen working generally on & cottage
industry basia™

Section). Bazed on the comceptual framework, resource persons
were identified 1o draft out the basic fections on the eight
selected artisanal sectors. Meanswhile, a primary survey of arti-
£ans was designed and copducted. {For details, see Anpexure [
The SEUTT edhitorial and ceseasch teans Carcied oul & sunay of
gecandary Literature and, based on this and the contribatinns of
the resoarce persons, drafied the various chapters, These drafts
ahio iscorporated the findings of the primacy survey, They wers
then circalated to membsers of the Advisory Group and various
other experts, and their responses solicited. Twe workshops were
also held, one in September, 1988, and the other in December,
1992, to discuss the drafi report {for the workshop deliberations,
pee Annexure 2), The fnal report has attempted to inorporate
the inputs from these varous consaliatans,

DEFINITION & CLASSIFICATION OF ARTISANS

Whao 14 an artisan ?

Various attemnpts have been made to define the terim artisan,
and redated terms like "handicrafis], “craftsperson), traditional
industry’, and "cottage industry’. An indicatoes compilation s
iven it Box A. However, there stems to be no definitive vsags
of the term. [n fact, agencies liks the Planning Comimbsion and
the FVIC either do not use the term “artizan’ or use it Inosely,
and often interchangeably with ‘craftaperson’ ‘self-employed
worksr, Thowsehold unit, and s0on

The definition suggested by this repaort views an artisan as hav-
ing both ‘essential attributes’ and "incidental ones. Cnly an
indivichisal who displays all the essential attributes is considered
AN ATtisan,

The essential characteristics of an artisan are as follows

» Hefshe makes goods, andlor provides services w others.

» He/she uses histher own skills and labour for the purpose.

P Hefshe makes goods and provides services which use tradi-
tional skdlls. f.e., sldlls that have been historically associated
with a particular artisanal activity, even though they may
have been adapted over time 10 svolving technologies, mate-
rigls amd '|:I|'|;,;rl."|t1:L'|..

The incidental characteristics of dn artissn are as follows:

b Helshe iz self-employed, in the sense that such a person
enijis the whole produce of his/her own labour, or the whaole
value which it adds to the materials upon which it s bassd.

B Hefshe functions individually, or at @ hoaschold level,

Given this definitlos of an artisan, an attemapt may be made to
categorise artisans into distinct groups, For purposes of this
repott, artisans have boen classified etsentially in terms of the
types of raw materials they work with, Hke leather, wood, or clay.
Hiwever, within and across this dassification, there are huge vari-
ations, a8 described n Box B This cateporization does not rule
out the posalbility of some overlap, For example, artisens who
work with fibres have been deah with both in the chapter on tex-



tile workers, and the chapter on cane, bamboo and fibee work
ers. The former deals with those who use yarn to male fabric,
while the latrer deals with those wh 112 grass te make rope. The
division between texrile workers and tailoss is also semewhst
forced, fior they both work essentially with the same material, Le,
textiles. Again, artisans working with metals are dealt with m bwo
chipters: those working with non-precious metals in the chap-
ter on metal workers, and those working with semi-precious and
precions nietals i the chapter on jewellers

(D1}, produce ot “iﬁuﬁ:mwmmﬂmﬂuﬁuﬂ
wiﬂmmnunahmm L. But another
metal worker could differ uﬂhu;uﬂ
ﬂaﬂm

parameters, 944 M#ﬂmﬂﬂm
mhhhnﬂmﬁﬁmi

15,352 types af urtisans. Stich i classification would be rebevant from
ﬁ;mﬁmﬂw research and development work on the
mmm;mmﬂ each type ol drtisan
would differ, interventions would have 6 be plansed accordingly.

mum

mw.mmm
1, M _
D L Bemi-aniomated
n,nmmum
E Lﬂﬂiﬁrhﬁ
E:_Huw;ﬁ-wﬂe
E 3, Repairfmsintenance
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India’s Artisans: Evolution and Current Status

Human beings have the ability, perhaps
Nirige among Hving ereatuwres, of using
toods et imyplesments 1o create objects for
Bhelr oW R, ComsmpTIon, or ever mes

thetic enjoymeni. The categorizaton of
human chvdlisations, in terms of their age
and level II_I'-M!.'IHEM i5 biaseed a5 rmeeich mr
an assesdrmiend of skedl and body charac-
teristics of their people, as on the nature
and sophistication of the objecis or arte-
facts that the people produce, Therefore,
the pre-kistoric cove paintings of Lascaux

in South Westers France, whether a form
of arfistic sxpresoion, or d functioral
reecessity, characterise their o tres apd
Pﬂ::lp'll?. So do the dr:frr'.!.l:nl.‘un-.:, :r.n:ljprum;,
arid artefacts of aecient Greece, Egvpt, the
Roman Enpire, as nearer home, the civil-
isations of Mokenjodaro wnd Harapga.
The esnevgence of artisans, as we speak
of them today, was perkagps in outcomes of
social formation As people started Kvipng
rogether in social proups, divivion of
labowr becarme a possibility, promoting o

greater range of products ond services, os
different groups of people sharperad their
gkills ine chosen areas. Therefore, somee peg-
Ple becarne warrtors and foughs for the
rest, while athers became priests. Streilarly,
a group of people began manufacturing
goods required for everpday wee like
foorwear, agricultural implements, cook-
ing vessels, doth and even ornaments,
These apecialists, who produced poods and
rerdered services, for and to ofhiers, are
what we today call arfismris

dsa’s Artsass: Bwdution & |.'urru|||:'-'||::|:u-..



Imchia's Arpisans: & Status Fﬁt—,nurl-

| HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In India, as perhaps elsewhere, the emergenoe of antizans as a dis-
tinct social group seems correlated with the emergence of seitled
agricultare and habitation. Archaeological evidence indicates the
presence of settled agricultural communities in morth-west India,
a5 eatly as the sixth millennium B.C. The process of agricultural
expansion and development culminated in the thind millenniom
B.C. with the emergence of the Harappan civilisation, This civil-
sation extended fram the Ambian seaboard in Baluckistan to
the upper Ganga-famuna doab in the East, Bhagatrau in Gujarat
formed the southern boundary of this covilisaton.

ladyging by excavations at sites such as Mohenjodaro, Harappa,
Kalibangan and Lothal, a larpe number of abjects were pro-
duced during the Harappan civilisation. Bronze was used for
making tools, vessels and figurines. The varicty of clay objects
tound af these sites seems to indicate that potiery was an impo-
tant activity. & wide range of heads manifactured from
sermi-precsous stones such as lapis lazuli and turdguoise were alse
excavated. Gold and silver ornaments, steatite seals, weights,
ehell and carved Wory objects were among the items dicoverad.
Evidence of cotton dpinning and weaving was also found at the
Harappan sites,

While the use of senls and weights indicates a fiourishing trade
in these ttems, very litile 15 knonvn about the natore of this trade.
What iz known, hodwever, isthat many of the items were traded
in distant places, particularly thesetdements along the Persian
Gulf and in Mesopotamia. Unfortunateky, historian have been
handicapped in their efforts w study the organisation of arti-
sans and their role in trade networks by viree of the fact that
the Harappan script remains undeciphered.

By about §900 B.C.. the urban character of the Harappan civil-
ization camve toan end, leading to a decline amd discontinuation
of the major crafts. The nucleus shifted feom the Greater Indus
Valley, and village settbements came up in the Ganges plains and
the Deccan. Vedic literature is the mejor source of information
for the second millennivm B.C., the generally accepted date for
the R1_g 'rhﬂu.b:ing abear 1508 B Er'g "H-.d'il:.p;rinrr' WRE ERBE-
tially pastoral, theugh & gradual transition to an agricaltural
economy isevident in later Vedic lteraiure, Several occupational
groups find mention in Vedicliterature, such as carpenters and
jewellers, Specinlised oocupations such as those of the chariot-
rmaker and the bard were included in the retinee of the rigfa,

By the middle of the first millenniom B.C., there weréd far-reach-
ing changes in the sub-continent. Political power was
concentrazed in the monarchies of Magadha and Kosala, The
secumulation of wealth, and its investivient in trade, accelerated
the growth of urban centres. Trading creuits were esablished
to link villages to the wider market. The kingdom of Magadha
emerged asa leading powaer ander the Manryas in the third cen-
tury BaC,  and artisans played o significant role in the sociery

of this peticd. Many of them wese organised into puilds (See
pp 3-61, which performad banking furctions as well. Another
feature of this perlod was the emergence of Buddhist mosastic
establishments at strategie points along trade routes, A bulk of
the resources for their constracton and meintenance came from
donations made by traders, artisans and other occupational
groups. Thess inchaded jewellers, poldsmiths, blacksmaths, inon-
MAangers, carpenters, perfumers and stone-masons:

The dectine of the Roman Empire by the thied century A.D.,
resubted in & fall in demand From the Mediterranean markets.
This decline in trade may have coinoded with the abandon-
ment of urban centres. In the Gupta and post-Gupta periods,
the ecomnrmy was predominanthy agrarian, and the donation of
land to brahmans and officials led to the foodabisation of soci=
cty. In this feudal set-up, crafts declined, and artisans were
bound within the righd rules of the caste system_

The richest source of data for thiz peried is the Ain-i-Akbarra
document which was compiled by Akbar's minister, Abu-1 Pazl,
argund 1595, While the economy was primarily agrarian, there
wiis a significant amount of non-agricultural production a5 well.
There was a multiphicity of occupations, and a considerable
amount of specialisation among artisans: In eastern India, for
instance, there wene kanghats who made anly wooden combs,
iharadis who made wooden drinking cups. and toys for chil-
dres, Hyirs whio made arrows, kasereswho worked in bell-metal
and repaired copper and brass vessels, and sonkaris who pol-
ished precious. atd seiri-precious stones, There were also
soap-makers, cotton cleaners {dhuriiyas), perfimers, tanners
and distillers, all of whorn sold their goods or services without
the help of intermediaries.

As snceessive Muslim dynasties were established by rulers of
Central Asian and Afghan origin, the intermingling of culrures
led to @ flowering of artisanal activity, particolarly in weaving,
textile printing, yewellery and erchitecture, Indian textiles pene-
trated the markets of Europe, apart from the traditional markets
of Africa and Asia. As a consequence of the operation of caste,
the co- existence of subsistence and market-oriented production,
and the efficiency of the prevailing technology in mesting mar-
ket demand, only such technological innovabions were absorbed
as were considered necessary. The scientific advances in Europe
had little relevance to rraditional Indian sociery.

With the collapse of the Mughal empire, regional forces became
predominant. The absence of a sirong central authority affected
the fow of resources inte urban areas. This, in rucn, affected
artisatial production in important towns of the Mughal empire.
Lerge numbers of arttsans from Delhi migrated woother towns
and villages.

Market-otiented production, and the growth of latge manufac-



wuring organisations, began taking root in this perind, Localisation
of manufactaring sctivity wos a concomitant of market-oriented
production. Initially, the Buropean Companies used 10 procure
s directly from the villages and towns where they were pro-
duced, By the mid-eighteenth century, however, aurangs, or
specialised centres in the districes with a concentration of arti-
sans, gained significance as procusemen! poits. This developsnent
was induced largely by the growth of the markes, and in some
cases, by the availability of the relevant raw materials. Artitans
began clustering in and around the ceritres of export along the
coast and urban centres which had a relatively large number of
affiuent consurmers

The Indian system of manufacture was based on the hereditary
transter of skills, Societal choices were made through consen-
s, and the western values of individual liberty, and freedom of
chaice; had litte relevance to traditional Indian society. The
choces made in the medieval period, led to the grafting of only
those new technologizs which would strengthen the existing
structare, without sacrificing its advantages. However, the advent
of colonializm bed to-a massive rise in imports of British manu-
factured goods into Indis, the imposition of protective tariffs
against [ndian exgorts, a tremendous drain of wealth (ie, raw
materials, to England) and finally, the cmergence of capitalist
modes of production. These developments reflected societal
choices that Fvoured modernity over tradition, choices that may
have contributed to the erosion of India’s artisanal economy.d

Il CHANGING PROFILE OF ARTISANS

CASTE, CLASS & ARTISANS

The warsa affiliation of cecupational groups, including artisans,
ks nowhere recorded in early Viedic texts. The four varmas, firs
appear in a late hymn of the Rég Ve, but references to the wirm
divigions maleiply in later Vadie literature. Buddhist litesature,
especially the Intakax, nowhere reflect the wirne norms Laid dewn
in Brahmarical texts.* Some scholars argue, that the rise and
growth of occupational divisions contributed to the growth of
social differentiation. This, the four varnas, viz, brabonans, keba-
tripa, waispa and sudia, were sccapational and ritalfatic ranks,
Other schalars regard the concept of warns as a system for inter-
locking various types of stratificasion, rather than as a desceiption
of ethnic ot chass groups. Hence, it was the tribal or lineage iden-
tity that forrmed the bass of social hiesarchy, As a result, the theary
of miveed castes was added and enlarged upon w assimilate new
tribes and occupational groups?

The Marusmrs enumerates 61 mixed castes, The non-Sanskritic
names of many of these indicate that they were older tribes and
occupational groups, who were subsequently assimilated into
the varna structure” and accorded the stasus of sudras. The fus-
taposition of the varna divisions and the existing tribal and
occupational structure probebly gave rise to a complex social
system, where several Factors determined the mobility of groups
within the larger framework of the varna hierarchy,®

The impesition of the caste system made it virtually impossible
fror artisans to aspire in a higher social statie. Perhaps, a8 2 tesult,
there was a fatalistic acceptance of their low soctal status. The
operation of the caste systemn also excluded certain socal groups
trom artisanal activity. Other than upper caste Hindu women
producing yarn, no high caste persans are known to have been
invebved in artisanal activity, either directly or (ndirectly,

Even thoagh soedal mobility is on the Increase, heredity, caste
and community affilistion continue to play an important role
i the drtisanal sector. A lasge number of artisans belang 1o the
Scheduled Castes and Schiduled Tribes, and even thoogh there
are subtle variations in the status of different artisanal groups,
iy the broader socdal context, they continue to ocoupy the lower-
most rungs of the caste hierarchy '(See Annexure 3 for a
compalaton of Scheduled Caste comimunities in different parts
af the country, and their traditional artisanal occupations). In
all the areas surveped by SRUTI, the associztion hetween par-
ticular castes/commurities and artisanal activities seemned to be
strongest in the case af poltery, metal work, leather wors and
cane and bamboo work, whese the namber of first generation
workers was correspondingly small. Caste and community bag-
riers, hiowever, seem to be gradually breaking down, particulasly
in the case of relatively dymamic manufacturing activities, such
a5 tailoring and wood wark, which are attracting a large nom-
ber of first generation workers,

An interesting feature of the soedal organisation of soath India
around the thirteenth centary, which has persisted till today,
was the division of lower castes info Teft’ and “right’ groups. Tn
most parts of the region, right-hand castes were associated pri-
marily with agricaltural production and local trade in
agricultural commodities, while lefi-hand castes were associ-
ated with artisanal prodoction and distant teade in
mon-agricultural commodities.? This dual division of lower
castes has been studied in the conte of the traditional division
of Eabour between the sexes in craft production Bas 4

For centuries, manufacturing activity in rural India has been done
exclusively by hereditary artisanal cagtes bound to the dominant
agriculinral castes by traditional thes. Known as the jajmiani sys-
tem Bt B this reciprocal arrangement exdsted throwghout the
sub-continent, though it was more dearly srticalated in some
arens such s Mahasashtra than in others, such as Bengal ¥ An
intportant economic rationale for the prevalence of the jajmani
syatesn deems to have been the security it provided during times
of scarcity. especinlly the recurrent famines “those whi, like the
weavers in the Surar area during the 16Ms funine, lefi the rela-
tively secure shelter of the rural community to prodice more
gainfully for the market, weve among the first 1o die of sarvation
whenever food became scarce™ |

The faymani system was fairly flexible; in that it combined fea-
tures of subsistence and commodity production. Based on
studies of nineteenth century Maharashira and Gujarat, schol-
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fere A
THE GENDER DIVIDE IN ARTISANAL ACTIVITIES

Whiy iz It that women and men do ol pacticipate anifocmlby in dif
Ferent crafts and oraft processes t Based on his smdy of fowrteen crafis
in Karnataks, Jan Browwet concladed that the dividan of bowr
nccording tn geoder “folles unconsciows Hindo conceptions about
the made and the female, particulacly in the svmbolism of the bady,
and its somsequent nile of contamvinamion”® While the condcdusions
were baved on a stvdy of Kornntaka, the anthor nevertheless fole that
thiey ane peodrably true for the entire sub-comtinent.

According o Hindn conceprioms, the hunian body a metaphor
forspckety. The castes which comprise a soclery are divided between
the right and lefi sades of the body, Weomen artlesns ape e ondy
amnng the right costes {such ax Hodepa, Keovborand Sfedo ), and men
At v et ccstnss (nsch s VishovaRezprna]. " 10 pnay bee usefiel heee to vecall
ot Borwm o Shiyn = his forsm as Ardia-aarishar — wlose right side
i male and whese Beft side is female,, o the male right side admits
fermaale artbiane wheress ithe Eemale bofl side nnly sdmits male arti-
sans. ¥

Browwer casegirised the fourteen crafis he studied into 3 growps
- thase i which women participate illy, paciially, and not of el, While
examindng the main production stagesof these crofts, Bronwer dis-
cermedd & certaln gritern b the particlpation of women in sach if the
3 grouges. This pattern, b felt, i the result of o Hindo worldyview which
stets "honnd aries over which women connot traverse & These boumsd-
artes are bath physscal and conceprual, Take the case of raw materiaks,
The crefts in which women participate fully, wsee ratw meatesiabs dich a
dlay and bambos, that are found within the village, or grama, partic
ilarhy in or near waoier. In coovtras, the row matertels of crafts im which
ooy men paniclpate, are foand cutside the village, in forests and hills,
desiguated ag aravy These magerials, such &5 wood and fron, ane asso-
ciated with evil spirits and dermena, and obpects made Erom them have
£ b ceremnonionshy delivered to remove thess spiriie.

Boundaries apply to the are of tools as wll. The knife is the prin-
chpal ol in wrnisanal activities inwhich women fally particpate. Bat,
the knife is not used in crafis towhich only men participate. The loom,
lnthie, and the wheel are the principal tools of men’s crafts, and ane

telmn For wommen. Agcording bo Broumser, 4 “comemisn featicce of fhse
three lowls is that they have 1o be pat info mation in order o be pro-
ductive. This motion can- be wiewed a5 & temporal and spatial
mavemend. Women, im contrast toomen. are also lizhie to o temporal
and spatial movement; the menses" " The divisbon hetween genders
in the wse of toods “seems 1o be aiellection of the rule of contaming-
tirL The femake aritsans handle the | male) knife and the male artisans
operate the (fomalbe] rotrtims cooks™ 31 Spch & divislanoflabour is oor-
rohoruted by SRLTIT s stiady of the particpation of woneen in dsfferent
artisanal activities. Practically mo women were found to he operating
ithoe Do, Divoars Gr wheel

According to Broawer, the gender divide extends 1o produocts 25
well. Products of artisanal activitics in which only men purficipates, are
all mxde winh e intention of being permanent. Thils indisdes agricual-
and pdber products masie by wamesn. are oot 24 durable

The division of libaur is more lniricate in arafts whese women
participate partaally. In mst weaviig, for indtance, Browver found that
thie wirpy is prepared by the men, und the weft by women, This, be felt,
it becaise the warp & made from a Abie which grows in the forest,
which iz out of bounds for women. The welt. on tha other hand. i=
miade of & grass which grows om river banks, well within the limits of
the gramus Tn potiery. wanmen assis in collecting clay and fuel, as these
are found within thedr domiis. Buot ihey see barred from operating
the wheel, becauss of the rules of contamination. In blackarathy,
women ate oy allvwed 1o operat thie bellows, particidarky in the
earty marning, when the “first Bre has to be kandled {5 the forge. The
fire is brought fram the Yatchen, where 1€ was made by the woman ™"
The use of the Torge and oven are restricred to male antizans, both
being identified with the goddes Kali,

Tivere are, however, some abermtions in the pattern iiscussed
above, This i becanse the tradisional “division of lehour i beginning
tor break down amony certaln groups, soch as Musliom migrants and
scheduled castes, who are entering crafts formarly closed to them, The
result is mode equal paricipation of men and womes" 5

Features of Craft Groups According 1o Division of Labour

FEATURE DVESHIN OF EABOLUR
Wamen participats fully Winmen pierthy empaged Ohly mew partripwle

Caate affibation Right cases such as Holeya, Alfilmtion wndlea Lot castes siach wn Vishwatkisona
Mipdar, Keimbar

Artviatinl acerury Agarhutty making. cane & bamboo lx weaviing, podicry, Samdatwond exrvmg, squpoure,
wiiek, comb work, pith work sckamithy galdsmithy, coppersmirhy,

kacquerware, carpentry

Crigin of saw murterial  Raw materials abloised withim Baw materials obtained pertly. R maserinls collected from forests
thie village dres, or gFrama from geastu and partly from ard ills, o anasye, and sre
generally ip or near wader amana nspociated with demaons and deities

Knife iz the principal tool Splitting,
nitting, stitching, mixing, rollisg,
bonding, smoathing, twisting an
COMMON Prommises

Bot istemded to be durable, and
uged i & lmimal part-of the body

W mol pormitted wse of
rivfating thals ke, laom, lathe,
atnl pottery wheed which

B 1o be et into motkos.

Knife ot wsed.
Tuntating innls used

Dhssnction enclear

0f & permaneni natmre, snd need o
be ceremoninwsly delivered io
remove demoas in the faw material




ars “came to the conclusion that in the jajmani system wire
included mainly those kinds of work of the community arti-
dans (See pp 11-12) which were directly complernentary to
agricultural production.®? But other goods were produced by
the same artisans for 2 separate picce payment.ts

Althagh greatly eroded through the operation of o monetized
ecanomy, & watered-down version of the japrmm systemn seill exists,
The SRUTT survey revealed that many artisans, particularly pot-
texs, cane and bamboo workess, Blacksmiths and wood workers,
atill retaimed ties with their traditional ggmans, or patrons. Bat a
number of them resented the peripheral obligations that they had

ITE%

oz B

THE JAJMANI SYSTEM

umd the wider village commmanity, for the mupply of goods and services.
Even though the system probably conee inte existence in the first or
wecodnd cemtiary AL, the term jiojmues"was coined during the Hritih
persod. ™ The jajmuen system derived its phifosophical and refigiouws
sanction from the Laws of Mans, which defined and governed social
wnd ecopomic behaviour of Hindws throogh the institution of caste.
The caate spstem was based on a vertical stracture, in which the occe-
petional functions for cach caste und sub-caste were defined The upper
rastes, i duia {twice-Ivorn | castes, were forbidden from practising cer-
tain oecupations. These scoapatione, which included a number af
mwﬁmmﬂmmmﬂhﬁm
castes and outiastes. Social mieroourse of variows types, incidieg mar-
riage, between the upper and bower castes wos alyo tabooae

Within the fajemani system, the lower castes produced goods for,
amd provided eervices o, the upper castes, in retach for a fixed pay-
ek, Those who provided the services or goods were the purjans,
and their patrons, the jafmans. The purjer’ dientele became thelr
japmani Typically, the puogans included ihe culiivaiors, carpenters,
weavers and afl prevects (all Siwfres), and the washermen, mal-mak-
e, leather warkers, sweepers und cesspool deaners (ol vutcastes). Tn
wddelitenn 1o frved paymeists in kind, the prerjarrwene aloo ssured sime
servioes, e, Brahemins were obliged to perform certmin ritua! func.
tiums For their prrjans, while Kshareryas were b offer prosection. Thus,
there was some element of reciprocity, though it was clearly unbal.
resources including residence sités, food, clothing, fadder for animals.
timber, dung, rear-free land, credis facilities, tools hddet and other
raw mmsterials, Since the Bradimins and Kb tripus swers abso kandiosw-
ers, in practice, the papmmn system provided them with a stabils supply
of labour. A the mobility of the villagers was limited, the system
sequired o heveditary chagacter ™

Pusock™ makes a distinction betwien services uf a ritual ‘religions
natuire and those which could by coded as properly artisanel, In the
first, compensation [ploved certain morms and tradiions. In the sec-
oad, the medicum of compensstion bad to tnke into accouns factors
like availability and price af row material, and cost of design devel.
opment and product insovation,

Even thaugh the jajsani system was wadehy prevalent in the sub-
continend, detaibed records are avalable anly of the form which it
adsnimed i Maharashira, Here, the term bava { rwebve b baluiedar was
waed o refier fo village artisanal snd servicos groups: These incloded

i chischarge vis-a-vis the jefmans. Some of them also fedt thar the
Jajmani system had no place in @ monetised econotrny, where cash
i required 10 meet everyday requirements of shebter, dothing, food
and consumer durables.

ARTISANS' GUILDS

Initmlhy, most artisanal activity catered to the needs of the imme

diate community. With the expansion of trade, artisans came
to b organised into corporate bodies, or guilds: These were
reférred 1o as sremisand pugas in Vedic literature, The Bamayana
mentions 18 traditional srenis, induding those of pomess, jew-

the carpenter, blacksmith, potter, leather worler, rope maker, barber,
washerman, astroboges, aud watchman from the Makar (an untouch-
able caste) communsty. Apart from these ten. sccording to regiinnal
mﬁmmaﬂﬁnﬂ“mﬂhﬁhﬁhmﬁ:wﬂ-
smithes, bards, butchers, and curriers of Isad. Occasionally, in largee
villages, theret coidd be an additional sihidedars. These
icluded the priest, tailos, water-carrier, gardiner, drum-beater, vocal-
ist, mugician, oil-presser, betel-Jeof seller, watchman (other than
Afafear }, bearer of buerdens, goldsmith or bard. Weawers and dyers were
not induded.¥!

Bahutedars, und perhaps, aho the alnredars, were divided tnto two
clatsrs: watandar and wpari Watasdies were those wha enjoyed the
permanent right Lo work, KNows as s, and b receree remunera-
thom in the village. [ was heritable and saleable. The village could grant
rent-free plots of land to watusdar balutedars. Uparis were landless
tenants, and enjoved 00 such rights. However, they could become
watmsdizrs wiven they boaght the wartan from its former incmmbent.
The Falutedars were nat empheyed by particalar fnmilies, bt by the
willage as o whole, Artizans were provided with the necesasry piw mate-
rial sl peceived regulnr peyment, bafute, from all the villagers The
amount was wsanlly fized i kind per watan, and paid twice & year ™

 Records show that in a western Dieccan village, towaeds the end
af the 18th century, the amownt paid in cash for the patter was five
FIrees Per ARBm per wtan, the same as that for the blackemith, b
balf that for the cerpenter. These variations depended more on the
importance of the service, rather than the ritnal statws of the artisn.
I wdelition, they were entitied 1 o customery share of afferings mads
to village temples during festivals, and many of them held plota of
irasm, 0¢ veni-free, kanda. The prodictive activiry of these artians was
ol projected towards commadity prodoction on competitive fines.
bt tovweards malntitndig the eommunity [ife of the village 25 a whide ©
Im timses of searcity, it provided & buffer. absent in the case of cash

Wintamdars could sell their waten to fellow caste members and
muave elewhere. Since they were also free to work for nearby markets
in their spare tire, this pesed & threat to the jufmond system, In fac,
by thee time of the Mughsad rale. certatn raral srtisans, aver and above
what they made for their jajmans, had begum making goods foc the
marhet. Majer disirtegrating farces developed during the British colo-
mial period, in the form of better commumications, competition from
industrially manufactured goods, and the introdaction of new gl
v, But the: faprant systen weathered many of these changes, and
etill-oparites in parts of the conmery,
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ellers, and fvory carvers, A Vijpranagar inscription of the 17th
century refers to 18 guilds known as penss. Among them were
panicdar: those working in five kinds of metals, kundhalika pot-
ters, devanga ond favchivayin: weavers, vastibhedaka; cloth dyers,
tilagfataka oil millers, vastre-raksake lors, purikelits keepers
of pack bulli, goraksake cowherds, Hratr hunters, ke wash-
ermen, ksdurakas barbers, and upparene salt makers.

The srenis, or guilds, were profesdonal groups, bound by con-

tractual ties. The sremis gradually evalved into fatiz and were

among the largs number of oocupational groups which were

aflotied & sudrd status in the werng gystetn. % The srenis per-

formed several fanctions:

B They controfled the entry of newoomers by laying dorers stan-
darde of crafismanship and enforcing miles of

¥ Theyevolved and administered a code of ietiness ethics, with
particular emphazis on the quality of goods produced.

» They maintained fair wages and prices.

B They settied inter and intra-group dispuates.

b They ook care of the inficm, disabled, and destitute children
within the commumniry.

} They cometimes operated as co-operatives or joint-stock
organisations for the executon of public works undertaken
by the State1%

The srerd must not be confused with the porchayat of 2 caste.
"Though most of the members of a srend. . belonged w the same
caste, and came into their craft. by mhentance,, .. deserving
members from other castes were accepted as members after
apprenticeship. The fact that the law books always mien tion -
dharmas, the laws of caste, apart from srend-dharmas, the lows
of the guild, is proof, .. that a sreri was not coterminons with a
caste,..Quite often, it spread beyond the boundaries of the
cnste, .. And at no time did it include all the members of a caste
in ity specialised fraterniy™'*

The smrftis, or law books, contain precise descriptions aboui
the role and nature of guilds in ancient India. The sronds were
imvested with the power to administer and enforce their own
laws. The head of a srewd was respongible for penalising those
who vinlated sreni rules. “But thowugh the king could neither
davise nor alter vthe laws of the srends, it was, nonetheless, his
sacred duty to protect and uphold these laws with as muoch
attention and care as he devoted to the enforcernent and admin-
istration of the Saered [awl"7

The fundzimental law, or censtitutional pact of & guibd, was
called & semapr. Such a pact was “indispensable to ectablish
matual confidence™™® before any work was undertaken. The
samapnwas binding, and was solemnsed either by a sacred Liba-
tion, or a written undertaking, or at times, befire gusrantor.
Fines, imprisonment, even banishment were prescribed in the
event of violations. ' Each guild had a chief, whe was known
by different appeliations: jreshthaka, pramukha, or mukhya, The
head was assisted by two, three or five sartuh-hitmadins or
karya-chintakas. These functioparies were selected with great
care, Guild members were entitled o impeach and punish a

head who was found goilty of misconduct 2 11 is ot known
whethet members of a sreni were obliged to pay fixed and reg-
ular subscriptions. But the guilds appear to have derived some
income fram fines imposed on members, *“The biggest source
of income was, of course, the joint-stock operations which it
unshertook on a large scabe and For which it was able to Taise suf-
ficient capital by heavy borrowings. Kings and princes are also
known to have occasionally bestowed rich gifts on sremis*®

Thie srentis wese not necessarily tied to a locality, snd are known
tohave mioved from oneé town o another, over a period of time.
Interestingly, srenis of merchants and artisans often came
tagether in a joint organisation, called the migama, or the squinr-
alent of a chamber of commerce and industry, Some nigamas
alsg included a class of exportess, or sarfhwahas, who trans

ported the specialities of o town over long distances, and sald
them at higher margins of profit than those obtainable locally 22
By all accoonts, the srenis were very sound and stable institio-
tions, and enjoyed considerable moral and socisl prestige not
only amiong their own members, bot in society at large. This
conclusion s borne out by their record, preserved in inserip-
tions all over north and south India, a5 banking institutions. 22

In the IDeccan, occupational groups in urban areas had theis
pwn regional chicfs {mehetare). It 15 not certain whether the
groups were organised o guilds, as was the case in medieval
Ahmedabad, Prior to the Muslim conguest, there were trade
guilds in the ¢astern Dreccan, but their condition under the
Mughals is not cdear.? The institution of guilds came under
severe strain after the twelfth century, on actount of successive
foreign invasions. The artisans and meschants became victims
of arbitrary methods employed by despots and feudal chief-
tains, who had scant respect for the traditional laws of the guild
Writing in | B8, 5ir George Birdwood observed: “Under British
rule,... the autharity of the trade guilds in India has necessar-
ily been relaged, to the marked detriment of those handicrafis
the perfection of which depends on hereditary procesiss and
aldll” Wevertheless, he felt that the guilds s6ll had a role to play
i protecting the traditional artisans “against the ferce and mer-
ciless competition of the English manufacturess™5

Artisans’ guilds are unhedrd of in India teday. Anall-Indis sur-
vey of handicrafis cooperatives, conducted in the fae 19505,
remarked that “There is little corporate activity at amy lewel,
There are kardly any arganisations or associations of craftsmen
or dealers, barring a wery few, which are live, active and use-
ful...Co-operative organizstions in the field are again few, and
of very recent origin."7s The co-operatives promoted by the gov-
ernmient. may be viewed as the moden mararof artiane goilds,
bt their success, g6 far, has been Hmited.

THE 50OCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF ARTISANS

According to some scholars, “Virtually every feature of the scon-
aty, society and the state was designed to hold the arican Grmly
divwn te b loavly place in the scheme of things, allowing very
little scope for upward mobilry or differentiation. Nearly every




foreign observer spoke of the relentiess tyranny suffered by the
artisan, . The whip and the cudgel were freely used not anly by
the nobles’ minions but by the middiemen as well, The latters
manifold techniques for cheating the craftsmen nchuded charg-
ing of interest on advances, shorichanging...and charging
commission of upto 12 per cent™ Atternpts to bypass the mid-
dlemen usually fafded

[n most parts of the country, artisans ranked lower than land-
holders in the eccupational hicrarchy, and settling in the centre
of the village was forbldden for many of them... “mobility of
amy sort —beyond the moverment of rural artisans to the localised
centres of production - appears t have been stricely limited..
The impressive edifice of India's manufactures rested on the
labour af men and women who meekty pursued their heredi-
tary occupations, with hardly any hope of a beteer life, explosted
by rulers and merchanis alike "™ Sometimes, however, the arti-
sans id revolt, For instance, in 1630, the weavers at Broach
mutinied against the English, demanding that the latter stop
buying cotion yarn. The weavers of Baroda lefi the city in protest
against the governor's tyranny.®® Scholars believe that in the
ultirnate analysis, the stability of the artisanal systenn was threat-
ened, not by the development of the market, but by the “artacks
on artsang’ traditronal rights — like sefzure or forced mongage
of their rent-free lands - by powerful social groups®

There are no dependable estimates of artisans’ incomes when
they worked as independent producers. However, data feam the
Ari-1-Akbaert indicates that theis “incomes afforded no scope for
savings that could lead to sccumulation of capital™ or acquisition
of assets. The wages of artisans in Mughal India, “ranged from

bare subsistence o a reasonable degree of comfiort =3 Ombya
handful of artisans carned large profits and their opward molbil-
ity was severely sestricted. The bulk of capital required by the
artisans came from thelr meagre savings, which were geared to a
hand-to-mouth existence, the surplus from one season's earn-
ings providing the working capital for the next. The artbsans do
not appear to have maintained inventories,

While many of the oppressive features shserved during the solo-
niad and pre-codonial period are absent today, 2 large segment of
the artizanal population lives in abject poverty, Mot surprisingly,
many artisans are giving up thelr traditional occupations, and
taking up other forme of work, mostly unskilied, daily wags
labowr, which assures themn higher returns. This trend was con-
firmed by the SRUTT] survey, which revealed that in more than
half the traditional keather artisan households, several family
members had given up leather work, and were working as canal
labourers. Sixteen potters, ot of fourty-elght, saad that their chil-
dren had chosen occupations other than pottery. A similar trend
has been reported by the Anthropological Survey of India. in its
study of Scheduled Casts communities E'Lrul.%jmm Trydzg. A

The reasons for this state of affairs ate not far to seek. The arti-
208" incomes are exceedingly low: in 1987-38, the average
annual income of artisans interviewed by SRUTI, from their
artisanal activities, was Fs. 48599, The group-wise average varied
from a low of 52219, in the case of cane and bambao work-
&% 10 & high of Re.7018, in that of wood workers. Other surveys
of artisans, conducted around the same time, report equally low,
if not ower, incomes. B2 The poverty line figure announced
by the Planning Commission firr the Seventh Plan period was
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Rs. 6400 per annum, for a family of 4-5 persons. Therefore,itls  sesg any land whatsosver, In no case did the holdings sxceed
evident from the survey data tabolated in Box I, that a large  theee acres, For most arbisans, their inability to invest any sur-
number of artisans fall below the poverty line. plug in¢ome in the purchase of agricultural inputs, males for

poor yields. The other dssets most commonky owned by arti-
The surveys also suggest that artisans own hardly any assets.  sans are the tools and tackles of their respective trades. Some
The major asset owned is & house, mare often than not, kiesa,  of them also own livestock or cattle. 46 per cent of the arti-
or made of mud. The incidence of landlessness is high: Sixty  sanal houscholds surveyed did not have sleciricity
one per cent of the artisans in the SRUT] survey did not pos:  connections,
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SOCI0-ECONOMIC STATUS OF ARTISANS: EVIDENCE FROM FIELD SURVEYS
Callated helow are data from five aurveys of artisanal houscholds conducted i different parts of the country:
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LOCATION/ | SAMPLE | SURVEY FINDINGS WITH RESPECT TO =
EHDFIUI‘I-'H!' | '.!E]:'_ Faimdly sine .l.ﬂuihtimr _I.m:l-:rm Tupe nfhowse Literacy
1. GLIRG ALY ' 1950 | » B 72 % v leas B A5 % wate lamilless | B 85 had knicoa :l:n]uuuf:'ﬂapﬂ.r
Hryama, 1 45 than R 6 pa ¥ 11 % wemied snall | heises |I3'.-Em.ﬂ.|.d|=|ru
¥ 1R % earned herween Eehbings B 150 kil perni- | primary lewel
Fox 5007 & Re. B0 pon. | B 4 % owned opin parcen hioses
iﬂ“t!:rnrdm | 08 acre ¥ 1% had
T340 pa | e |
LATWAR, 268 Modars | MNodaw B 35 7 envned B 57 % had ¥ 47 5 e liberaty
Bajasthan | irrigated bd | hooses:
1936 b 63 % awned i B 30% had puces | B 535 smubied upto
| om-irrigiied Land brivuiss primmary bevel
| . b Mot of the haldings | § 13 % had
I : siere betwesn -2 rembed] osssy
| gz |
3, GONDA, | 16,224 | 55 b 91 sarmed be Mo data Mo data B 14 M. wers literate
Ustar Pradesh, | than Bs 3606 pa.
L9 | B 40 % crmmread D I b 10 % stadied apin.
i | than s 2408 pa, ot v level
8 Various dfsticts | 250 2 ¥ Ameropeineemewns | B 62 % were landliss | | B 2% % were literate
u!"h:l.&ni-lﬂﬂiq | Tes 49, pua. Bl were |
1083 | Al thie pareerey ling |
5. AR Eids 5 | Mo data |ja.n1'qz;-1-m¢ B &0 %5 were BaniSes | Neordhata ¥ .'.i!q-hilu_:dul'
1047808 ' was Re 4899 pa. honschal ds; 10
_ | ' it TH% sons;
: | | B 355 dauphion
| | were literate
e 1A | . e et e
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The ahave figures can bi compared with macro-Jevel dota on paverty md bterecy. According to the Plamimg Comenistion, the parerty Line for the
Sewerith Plan period wies Reseb0l for o famdby of 4-5 persorz. As per thi T8 1 Cepsus, the general Btesaor rute was 36.23 per cent. The lisetacy rate for
farnales wus 74,82 and that for maley was 46.0% per oeml.

The detnily of the 5 sirveys tabulsed ibove are an follpins

L Kl 5 Braf Arsiddm Tadustries = Gaorgeion Distefet - Problrans and Potentialittes: NISTADS {USIR); Nw Dielhi; 1986

2, Pamandiler, VAP & Sud. A3 Rieral Indliisfrinisagiony Osford 8 15 Publishing Co. Pyl Lides Wew Dielhi; 1985

5. Paend, oL Survey of Rured Arvesens o Gomdi Disteret, Uttar Pracfechy Deendayal Research Institute; New Delli; 1986 -

4 WHMET: A Sowdye af the Plare & Causesof Fovemy amosg Rused Arnseie Mefirmshera Stits Bonbay: 1985
#) Blackymithe Yavatmal Disirict b) Footwear makerss Nunded District ¢ Cane & bambos workers Rathagar District ) Potters: Talgoon
Dristrice e Sisad filere workers; Solapor (istric

. SHUTH present stady) Sarvey of mral artisens in Alibag (Maharasheral; Daursla (Uttar Praskesh | Nimdib {Biherk bhow [MaBhvs Pradesh),
Shirahutti [Karnataka]; Vyara (Gujaras); Hyethnogar{ Andhra Pradesh b Tobame {Faryams)




That income levels happen to be as low as they are, is not sur-
prising, given that modt artians are employed in their
traditional activities for an average of 6-8 months in the yeas
This under-employment & due o a combrinztion of fctors, such
a8 declining demand for their products, inadeqoate working
capital, and raw material shortages. As a result, many artisanal
households are compelied to supplement their income, most
often through caseal work, Others turn to cultivation of their
marginal holdings, or in some cases; 1o animal husbandry. For
potters, the problern of seasonality is pariicalarly acate, as their
work comes to & virtual halt during the monsoon,

Thirty-five per cent of the artisans tntesviewed by SRUTE,
reported an annual houschold expendinire of less than Rs. 5000,
Otver three-fourths of the sample had an annual expenditure
level of under Rs.10,008 a year, Food and clothing generally
formed the major component of bousehold expenditure. Given
the low level of earnings, on the one hand, and the high Living
and production costs, on the-other, indehtedness 1 2 way of life
for most themi 47 per cent of the srtisans interviewed were
found G be indehied,

For a large number of artisans and their families, the govern-
ment’s aim of total literacy iz a digtant dream. The data compiled
in B [ reveal literacy bevels that range between 14 and 50 per
cent Acoording to the SEUTT survey, 50 per cent of the heads of
artigarial hovselinlds had received no education, whatsosser Tha
oorresponding figures for their spouses, sons and daughters were
% per cent, 30 per centand 41 per cent, respectivedy. The figures
in the case of the children can be migleading: A fair number of
children do attend schoot at the primary stage. But their formal
schooding comes to a halt the moment they become potential
“earners” i.e, capable of assisting in the family trade, or supple-
menting the housshold's earnings through casoal labews,

ARTISANAL TECHNODLOGY

“In'India, it is seldom that an arempr is made to acoomplish
anything by machinery that can be performed by human
labour”, remarked Buchanan in the early vears of the 19th pen-
tury.® Fascinated by the skills of Indian jewellers, another
observer commented: “where was to be wondered the Tools he
worked with, more than his Art, becanse we see it surpassed in

Eurdpe; but with far more invention of instroments. Here, the
Hands and Feel being all the Vice, and the other Tools unshapen
bits of tron."* Foreign visitors to India at different periods were
struck by the simplicity of equipment used by Indian artisans
and the excellent quality of their products; by the victory of
manual skills over toods and equipment.

There is little information oa artisanal technology in India prior
tor the Muslim invasions, Under the Delli Sultsnate, the intro-
duction of the spinning wheel was the most significant
technological improvement, since it augmented the spinner’s
efficlency six-fold. ™ The cotton carder’s bow reached India on
the eve of the Ghorian congusests, and it has been argued thar
“the spinning wheel and carder’s bow must have dramatically
cheapened spun yarm, and probably greatly enlarged its pro-
duction™™ and that “the oumber of weavers should have
increased proportionately to cope with the larger quantities of
paz o pow produced” A new coaft that was introduced wo India
during this period was that of paper manufacture. The carliest
SUTViving paper manuscript was written in Gujaral around
122324, During Balban's time, paper was not discarded after
wsz, bt washed and then re-used 27

The traditional artisanal technologies prevalent in medieval
India are discussed in Box E. A recurring therne i any discus-
ston om Indian manofacturing technologies during this period,
i the show pace of innovation, and the relative amplicity of arti

sanal rechnologics, a5 compared with those prevalent in Western
Europe and China, Thus;, Indian artisans produced the finess of

‘textiles without the aid of multi-spindles used in China. Nor

was there unything 1o compare with the water-powered thnow-
ing mille wsed by the Italian #ilk weavers, The Mughal
monuments were construcied withoot such elémentary aids as
the whesl-barrow: The artisans were ignorant about the wies of
cnal, and tacked the technology to produce cast irot, screws and
grooves. M But even though they were slow to inniowvate, the arti
suns showed what Raychaudhuri terms “a remarkable capacity
for imitative innovation”, which could be seen in their skilled
imitations and adaptations of foreign designs, most visible b
the areas of ghip building and manufacture of heavy guns.®

While no satisfactory explanations have hesn found for the fack
of contemporary technobogical nmsovation, economic histori-
airs nevertheless feel that “there were certain features of the
Indsan scomamy and society which probably contained 